
Creating networks of European and
International Colleagues and sharing
clinical projects in the field of
pulmonary hypertension is the
objective that the European Task Force
of PVRI considers of outstanding
importance.

As in previous years, many efforts
have thus been spent in 2019 in this
direction.

In Group 3 PH
The PVRI is sponsoring an international
project (“SUPPORT”) led by Lucilla Piccari,
Patrizio Vitulo and John Worth, aimed at
clarifying the phenotype of such patients.
The feasibility of the study was
extensively discussed with the
representatives of a dozen Italian centres
of the IPHNET network, experts in the
management of the 3 PH group, in order
to plan the kick-off of the Italian partner.
Lucilla Piccari presented this project
during the 2nd meeting of the European
PVRI Task Force.

In Group 2 PH
The international multicentre
collaboration aimed at gaining insights
on reversibility or irreversibility of
pulmonary hypertension is moving
forward; results are expected at the
beginning of next year.

In Group 1 PH
The international multicentre
collaboration on pathophysiological
objectives which will never be the aims
of randomised clinical trials is also
moving forward; results are expected
at the beginning of next year.

The 2nd meeting of the European Task
Force was held at Acireale in October.
Again, as in 2017, the wonderful Sicily
has hosted some of the best known PVRI
scientist discussing hot topics in the field
of pulmonary hypertension. 

The presentations of 
the meeting can be 
found in the PVRI 
website, accompanied 
by a short but focused 
comment prepared by 
Valentina Mercurio.

Eastern Europe
During the National Ukranian 
Congress of Cardiology, 
held in Kiev, 
Ukraine, from 
24-26 September 
2019, the PVRI 
Eastern Europe 
Task Force, led by 
Yuriy Sirenko, held a 
session dedicated to pulmonary
hypertension.

Held in the Olympic Stadium Congress,
Dr Abdullah Aldalaan, King Faisal Specialist
Hospital & Research Center, Saudi Arabia, 

presented the following talk: SAUDI
Pulmonary Hypertension Registry:
Compared to west registries. 
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PVRI European Task Force
2019 Meeting
The second meeting of the Pulmonary
Vascular Research Institute European
Task Force was held on 11 October
2019 at Acireale, Sicily. 

As in 2017, surrounded by the Sicilian
beauty, numerous PVRI international
scientists with deep expertise in
pulmonary vascular diseases, presented
the latest news on pulmonary
hypertension (PH), discussing hot topics
in this field. The audience, composed of
many Italian physicians with interest in
pulmonary vascular disease, was
impressed by the high scientific profile of
the meeting.  Presentations, together
with a commentary by Alessandra Cuomo
and Valentina Mercurio, can be found
on the PVRI website.

The main objective of the PVRI European
Task Force is to create a network of
European and International Colleagues
and to share clinical projects in the field
of PH. In particular, the main topic of this
meeting was the usefulness of registries
aimed at better characterising different
forms of PH.

Group 1 PH
Professor Sitbon discussed the relevance
of risk stratification in pulmonary arterial
hypertension (PAH). He strongly
highlighted the importance of achieving a
low-risk profile as a therapeutic target.
Professor Gräf underlined the clinical
impact of genetic alterations in PAH.
Professor Haworth emphasised the need
for detailed congenital heart disease-
related PAH registries aimed to deeply
phenotype these patients.

Group 2 PH
The international multicentre collaboration
aimed at gaining insights on reversibility or
irreversibility of PH is moving forward.
Professor Ghio discussed the importance
of investigating the physiopathological
mechanisms behind PH due to left heart
disease.

Group 3 PH
Professor Corris discussed the mechanics
and the mechanisms leading to PH in
diffuse lung diseases. He also presented the
“PVRI GoDeep project”, aimed to deeply
phenotype Group 3 PH patients in terms of
demographics, haemodynamics, imaging
and serum biomarker parameters.  In this
regard, Doctor Piccari strongly suggested
that all the different phenotypes of PH due
to lung disease may have valid but yet
different reasons to be studied. Then she
introduced the international SUPPORT
project (SUrvey on Pulmonary HyPertensiOn 

in diffuse RespiraTory disease), a multicentre
observational retrospective anonymised
registry aimed at creating an international
database to characterise the clinical
phenotype of patients with PH associated
to chronic lung disease. Professor Wort
illustrated some of the unmet needs in
Group 3 PH. Among them, the terrible
survival rate of these patients provides an
important reason that should boost us to
continue investigating lung diseases-
related PH.

Group 4 PH
Professor D’Armini and Professor
Andreassen debated the treatment of
chronic thromboembolic PH (CTEPH)
by means of pulmonary balloon
angioplasty versus pulmonary
thromboendoarteriectomy, concluding
that both procedures are valid different
treatments for two phenotypes of the
same disease. 
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