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Welcome to our
2nd Annual Symposium & Retreat for Young Investigators

On behalf of the CYCS chair and the PVRI, I have the great 
pleasure  to  welcome you all to the 2nd Annual PVRI 
Symposium & Retreat for Young Investigators.  An event 
full of creative, reflective, intelligent and highly motivated 
scientists to create future to support each other and to 
foster friendship!

I am delighted to especially welcome our PVRI president 
Prof. Paul Corris, as well as Prof. Ghazwan Butrous, who is 
one of the founders of the PVRI. We sincerely thank you for 
honouring our invitation in light of your very busy and tight 
schedules.

Michiel Alexander de Raaf
President, CYCS

Mariola Bednorz
Secretary, CYCS

�

�
The PVRI enables us to make global friendships by
stepping beyond national and cultural differences.
Through this process, we will make our hard work today, 
tomorrow’s possibility.

When I spoke these words during the PVRI Annual 
Meeting in Miami, I never realised we were getting ‘the 
whole world’ to our PVRI CYCS Retreat, proving the PVRI 
network is vivid, active. With this Retreat, we may harvest 
one of the many sweet fruits of our enthusiasm and 
dedication for the PVRI. The PVRI CYCS Retreat is unique 
in comparison to any other meetings of the PVRI or other 
scientific societies. In addition to sharing science, we will 
talk about the experience young researchers are exposed 
to. It is a grey area between getting your PhD and having 
your own successful group. This Retreat will help you, by 
discussing grant writing, mental coaching and leadership. I 
acknowledge you for your dedicated effort to travel to our 
retreat and welcome you to participate in creating the future.



DAY 1

Thursday 14 September 2017 // 14:00-20:00

Arrival: lunchtime/ afternoon 
14:00 - 15:00 LUNCH

Welcoming words and general organisational CYCS-related 
discussion

15:00-16:00
Check-in  and refresh.

16:00-20:00
PVRI CYCS plenary session – and mid year review

Scientific sessions (15 min plus 5 min discussion each talk) 
Presentations of participants’ scientific and clinical research 
in the field of PVD I/Interactive discussion I (General Scientific 
Themes)  

Animal models in pulmonary hypertension
Ipek Vartürk Özcan

Pulmonary vascular alterations in malignancy: like cancer is 
not enough?
Mira Yasemin Gökyildirim

Pulmonary hypertension in COPD models
Stefan Hadzic

20:00 ONWARDS - DINNER AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
(Dinner near the hotel/discover Wiesbaden by night) 
Walking tour around the hot spring, the theatre, historical 
old city, the park- linked with bar hopping).





DAY 2

Friday 15 September 2017 // 08:00-13:00

08:00 - 09:00 // BREAKFAST

Morning session

09:00 - 13:00
Scientific sessions (15 min plus 5 min discussion each talk) 
Presentations of participants´ scientific and clinical 
research in the field of PVD I/Interactive discussion I 
(General Scientific Themes)

Let’s talk about the placenta; parallels with the Pulmonary 
Arterial Hypertension
Michiel Alexander de Raaf

Pulmonary circulation in extreme environments: focus on 
chronic cold and hypoxia exposure
Djuro Kosanovic

Pathogenesis of pulmonary hypertension in cigarette 
smoke-induced Emphysema in mice
Mariola Bednorz

COFFEE BREAK AND PHOTO SESSION 

The role of mitochondria in pulmonary hypertension
Oleg Pak  

Regulation of the pulmonary vascular tone by p66shc and 
cyclophilin
Mareike Gierhardt

13:00 - 14:00 // LUNCH 



DAY 2

Friday 15 September 2017 // 14:00-20:00

Afternoon session

14:00 - 16:00
Leading a group/mindset for success in science
Life coacher: Alexandra Götze 

16:00 - 16:15 // COFFEE BREAK 

16:15 - 19:00 
Pulmonary Circulation throughout years: Waiting for the 
impact factor
Aleksandar Petrovic

Pulmonary vascular diseases in Nepal
Himal Luitel

Social media of the CYCS
Ipek Vartürk Özcan, Mira Yasemin Gökyildrim, Janice Tsui,  
Xiaohui Li 

19:00 - 20:00 
Key note lecture
Prof Paul Corris, PVRI President

20:00 // DINNER 
Social activities - Dinner near the hotel/discover 
Wiesbaden by night. Walking tour around the hot spring, 
the theatre, historical old city, the park-linked with bar 
hopping.



DAY 3

Saturday 16 September 2017 // 08:00-13:00

08:00 - 09:00 - BREAKFAST

Morning session

09:00 - 10:00
PVRI/CYCS promotional campaign

10:00 - 13:00
Scientific sessions (15 min plus 5 min discussion each talk) 
Presentations of participants´ scientific and clinical research 
in the field of PVD I/Interactive discussion I (General 
Scientific Themes)

Epidemiology of Group II Pulmonary Hypertension 
Secondary to Heart Failure in Oklahoma City
Janice Tsui

Right ventricular adaptation in pulmonary arterial 
hypertension: A morpho-volumetric approach
Roberto Bernado

It is not always what it looks like
Frantzeska Frantzeskaki

Vasoresponsive PAH: Evidence for a unique phenotype
Stelios Orfanos

Diagnostic and prognostic markers of right ventricular 
function in pulmonary hypertension
Rebecca Vanderpool

Update of pulmonary hypertension highlights at the ERS and 
ATS
Natascha Sommer

Peroxisomes in the lung diseases: where do we stand?
Srikanth Karnati

BMPR2 degradation by Cathepsin L in endothelial 
dysfunction of PAH
Xiaohui Li



DAY 3

Saturday 16 September 2017 // 13:00-19:00

13:00 - 14:00 - LUNCH 

Afternoon session

14:00 - 17:00
PVRI CYCS plenary session  

17:00 - 18:00
PVRI Legends talk
Prof Ghazwan Butrous  

18:00 - 19:00
Pitching your project
Michiel Alexander de Raaf

19:00 - DINNER   
Social activities, including epic event.



DAY 4

Sunday 17 September 2017 // 08:00-12:00

08:00 - 09:00 - BREAKFAST

Morning session

09:00 - 12:00 
Summary of the key points: PVRI and PVRI CYCS-related 
topics/issues and aim

12:00 - Closing and departure.

12th Annual World Congress on PVD



22-25 January 2018

12th Annual World Congress on PVD

For more information, please visit: www.pvrinstitute.org



Each day, we’re finding more answers
to the important questions
that affect lives around the world.

How do we find these answers?

We recognise the value of tools - time - people
and whilst resources can be bettered by financial support, 
people require a different kind of investment.

We see global collaboration
as an opportunity to share,
based on trust.

So we take time to create
an environment that cultivates
honest science,
a place where the best work wins,
a community where this trust is built.

Friendships that start partnerships
bettering the lives of those around us.

Science that starts with a hello.

www.pvrinstitute.org

The PVRI is a Registered Charity in the UK, No: 1127115. In the USA, the PVRI is registered as a not-for-profit organisation (501c3) in the State of Illinois (IN26: 0420959).


