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A meeting, firmly supported by the PVRI, was held in Pavia,
Italy, at the end of October 2016. Located in Northern Italy’s
Lombardia region, Pavia is a small town and home to a
famous university founded in 1931.

Over the past few years, the Heart Failure and Pulmonary
Hypertension Centre of the Cardiology Division of the S. Matteo
Hospital in Pavia has been leading a regional network, which includes
all specialists who look after patients affected by this rare and
severe disease.

The aim of the meeting was to increase awareness of pulmonary
hypertension and to strengthen cooperation among the medical staff
of all Lombard centres who work in this field.

Distinguished international speakers who participated were:
Prof. Paul Corris, President of the PVRI, Dr Juan Barberà from
Barcelona, Dr Robert Naeije from Brussels, Dr Luke Howard from
London and Dr Henning Gall from Giessen. Italian speakers included
Prof Marco Guazzi from Milano, Prof. Dario Vizza from Rome and
Dr Michele D’Alto from Naples. 

The speakers focused on the diagnostic difficulties and the
therapeutic possibilities both in Group 2 and in Group 3 pulmonary
hypertension. In addition, the latest randomised, placebo-controlled
clinical trials were also discussed in depth. Preliminary data from the
regional registry, which so far includes nearly 900 patients, were
presented by Dr Stefano Ghio, Laura Scelsi and Claudia Raineri from
S. Matteo Hospital.

The meeting in Pavia was also an excellent opportunity to discuss and
to plan future patho-physiological research to be shared by the
European Task Force of the PVRI. 

The Task Force is, in fact, firmly committed to sharing research
objectives and addressing patho-physiological issues which cannot be
pursued by a single centre. It is acknowledged that a multi-centre
approach has to be adopted, which is more in line with the objectives
in pharmacological trials. 
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