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The past few years have seen the efforts of the South Africa
& Sub-Saharan Africa Task Force produce pivotal data
published in highly respected journals, which has provided
extensive insight into the incidence, prevalence and nature
of pulmonary hypertension in Sub-Saharan Africa, thus
highlighting the importance of this clinical problem to the
region.

The imperative now is to translate this data into better care for our
patients, irrespective of the great differences in access to
sophisticated medical care and vast disparity in economic resources.

A step toward a more united approach to the management of
pulmonary hypertension has been made over the past two years with
the establishment of the Working Group for Pulmonary Hypertension
in South Africa, which was the first attempt of the pulmonology and
cardiology community at a formal collaborative approach.

Publication of recommendations in the South African Medical Journal
is aimed as a first step toward endorsement of the ESC/ERS 2015
Guidelines in a form adapted to local conditions and, at the same time,
broadening the awareness of, and improving access to, better medical
care for patients with pulmonary hypertension.

While the above efforts were conducted independently of the PVRI,
or indeed any other formally constituted organisation, there is a
pressing need for and eagerness to have collaborative input over and
above that of the many individual members of the international PH
community who have been so willing to assist our efforts thus far.

Congratulations to Karen Sliwa-Hahnle

In June 2016, during the World Congress of Cardiology and
Cardiovascular Health in Mexico, Professor Karen Sliwa-Hahnle
was elected President Elect of the World Heart Federation.

We would like to thank Karen for her enthusiasm, hard work and
commitment as the previous Task Force leader.
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